
Dear Parent/Guardian,

During this year, your child will read some additional short readers, as well as using his/her regular 
Primary coursebook materials.

The Macmillan English Explorers and Explorers Phonics readers offer eight levels of additional 
reading material for children aged 4 to 12 who are learning English as a second language. The readers 
use similar approaches to reading as those that underpin the successful teaching of English as a  rst or 
additional language. 

The readers are specially designed to provide children with fun and meaningful stories which they can 
easily relate to their own experience. The stories involve a range of contexts both real and imaginary. 
Example of stories are an aunt coming to visit a family and two children trying to  nd a statue when 
they are transported back to Ancient Rome. The higher lever Explorers also include some traditional 
fairy tales, such as Aladdin, or are an abridged version of well-known  rst-language stories from 
Children’s Literature, such as Nicholas Nickelby.

The main objectives of the Macmillan English Explorers and Explorers Phonics readers include:
 ●  To build up children’s con dence and develop their linguistic and emotional skills/abilities   
 ●  To develop children’s ability to read competently in English       
 ●  To encourage children to use English as a real means of communication     
 ●  To link English with other subjects in the curriculum        
 ●  To make learning English enjoyable and fun as well as interesting      
      ●  To introduce children to some well-known fairy stories or stories from  rst language 
    children’s literature

When learning a language, interest and encouragement from family members can be very important 
and your support for your child will help them to value their own learning. You may want to talk with 
him/her about their English reading lessons and ask your child to read the reader with you. This way, 
we hope that you can become involved in your child’s English language development.

We hope that you and your child will enjoy learning English with the Macmillan English Explorers 
and Explorers Phonics readers.

Sincerely,

The Macmillan Explorers 
and Phonics readers team


