
Dear Parent/Guardian,

The Macmillan Factual Readers are an exciting addition to Macmillan’s popular Readers 
series. They form a series of 40 titles that are designed for children learning English as a 
foreign language.

Covering high interest and diverse topics that range from history to the natural world, the Macmillan 
Factual Readers focus on the factual content of subjects taught across the curriculum in today’s 
classroom.

The Macmillan Factual Readers cover six levels. The lower levels (1+-4+) are aimed at primary 
school children aged 6-10 while levels 5+ and 6+ are also suitable for lower secondary school 
children (aged 11-12). Each level is carefully graded to ensure that language structures are gradually 
introduced. This develops your child’s reading skills and gives them a clear feeling of progression and 
achievement.

The 40 Readers use authentic vocabulary and include important high-frequency words. Subject speci c 
words are listed in an easy-to-use glossary, which is found at the back of each Reader. The Macmillan 
Factual Readers feature stunning photography throughout, which not only provides a context, but 
also provides a visual clue to some of the more challenging vocabulary.

Each Reader is accompanied by free supplementary material, which can be downloaded from the 
Macmillan Young Learners website. There is a worksheet, which contains exercises that support 
your child’s understanding of the content of the corresponding title. There is also an MP3 download. 
This means that your child can listen to the text while they read along. 

The main objectives of the Macmillan Factual Readers are:
      ●  To teach different reading skills, including skimming and scanning.
 ●  To develop word recognition skills.
 ●  To link English with other subjects in the school curriculum.
 ●  To make children aware of their achievement and progress.
 ●  To enable children to read and listen about the world around them.
 ●  To provide teachers with support through the provision of CLIL, comprehension and language  
         exercises, which develop a range of reading skills.
 ●  To make learning English enjoyable and fun.

We hope that your child will enjoy learning English with the Macmillan Factual Readers.

Yours sincerely

The Macmillan Factual Readers team

Parent help sheet

Your child is learning English with the Macmillan Factual Readers. There is lots you can do as a parent to 
help your child with their English lessons. Some of the activities below can be done even if you don’t speak 
any English. These activities are marked with a  *. 

General tips
Take an active interest in your child’s English work. Your child will pick up on your enthusiasm. 
Make the English work you do with your child enjoyable by doing some of the activities on this help sheet. 
Give your child plenty of time to answer questions or to do activities. 

Be positive and give praise for anything good your child can do. Don’t just comment on mistakes or your 
child will feel a failure.

Getting the best from the readers

The Macmillan Factual Readers are written about a wide range of subjects. With your child, you can choose 
a reader about a topic that they want to find out more about and which interests them.

* Ask your child to introduce you to the reader. Look at the front cover and ask questions about the 
picture(s). If you speak some English, ask these questions in English. If you don’t speak English, ask the 
questions in your own language and ask your child to answer using English. Your child can translate their 
answers into your language for you.

* With your child, look at the contents page for the reader. If you don’t speak English, ask your child to tell 
you what the different titles mean.

* Look again at the contents page for the reader and think of some questions which you expect to be 
answered in the different sections of the reader. Then ask your child to look for the answers and tell you 
what they find. You can do this after your child has read at least half of the reader.

*Ask your child to read aloud from a section they have either read in their class
or at home. If you don’t speak English, you can ask your child to tell you what 
the reader is saying in your own language.
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Ways to practise vocabulary – English practice at home

* Use the time when you are watching TV or are out and about in shops, restaurants, the supermarket and 
similar places with your child. Are there any English words in the programmes or on the posters or menu, 
for example? Ask your child to describe the things they see and tell you how to say the words. They could 
also write the words in a notebook of real English that they see in the world around them.

For older children 

* If your child has access to a computer, ask them to note down the English words and expressions they 
see on different websites. Your child could note these in a notebook and tell you what they mean in your 
language.

* At the back of each reader is a short glossary of words that your child may not have known before 
reading the reader. Ask your child to tell you how the word is said and what the meaning is. Then close 
the book and see if your child can remember what different words mean. If you don’t speak English you 
can ask your child to translate the meaning given in the reader.


